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The Commands of God always to be obeyed, 

however inconſiſtent with the Commands of 

Men; a Doctrine inculcated by the Apoſtles, 
and recommended by their Practice. 
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Acer s IV. 19, 20, 
But Pater and Yohn anſwered and faid 
| unto them, Whether it be right in the 
abt of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye: for We Can- 


not but ſpeak the things which Wwe Have 
een and heard. 


8 © holler Pater and John 
were about to enter into the 
Temple at the hour of prayer, they were 

obſerved by a man, who had been a 
cripple from his mother's womb. Be- 
ing incapable of procuring a ſubſiſtence 
. by the uſeful employments of life, he 
was laid every day at one of the gates of 
the Temple, to aſk alms of thoſe who 
were going up thither to worſhip. And 


it was a fituation well adapteg to the 


_defign : for if men are ever alive to the 
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feelings of compaſien for others, it 


muſt be, when they are about to implore 


for themſelves the compaſſion of God. 
When he ſaw the Apoſtles, he aſked an 
alms of them. And they were not in- 
attentive to the ſolicitations of the diſ- 
treſſed. Peter faid unto him, Siluer and 
gold have I none; but ſuch as I have give 


I thee: In the name of Jeſus Chriſt of 


Nazareth, riſe up and walk. And he 


took him by the right hand, and lifted 
him up and immediately his feet and 


ancle-bones received flrength. And he 
leaping up, flood, and walked. | 


When the people ſaw the man walk- 


ing, whom they had long ſeen a help- 


leſs cripple at a gate of the Temple, 
they were filled with wonder at what 


had happened unto him: and, under- 


ſtanding that the cure had been wrought 
on him by the Apoſtles, they gazed at 


them with aſtoniſhment, as if they had 


done it by their own power. But Peter, 


end that the honour ſhould be aſ- 


cribed 
3 
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eribed to whom the honour! was due, 
: informed them, that it was done by the 

\name of the Lord Jeſus, whom they 
had crucified and. ſlain: and embracing 
this opportupity ,of preaching Jeſus 
Chriſt as the Saviour of ſinners, he ex- 
horted them to repent and turn unto 
him; urging the danger of refuſing to 
hear that Prophet whom God had raiſed 
up; and urging alſo the wonderful 
condeſcenſion of God, in making to 


them the firſt overtures of his mercy 


through his Son, And this diſcourſe, 
by the bleſſing of Heaven, was. erowned 
with diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs. Many of 
them which heard the word believed; and 


the number of them was about five thous: 


T0 


But the Prieſts, a Contec of * 


Temple, and Sadducees, inſtead of re- 


joycing, as humanity dictated, at the 


relief which was afforded to a diſtreſſed 


fellow- creature, were grieved that the 


Apoſtles 2 the people, and preach- 
B 2 ed 
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ed through Jeſus the reſurrection from 
the dead; and laid hands upon them, 


and put them in hold unto the next 
day. The next day they were brought 
before the Sanhedrim, or chief council 
of the Jewiſh nation, and aſked, By 
what power, or by what name, they 
had done this. To which Peter repli- 
ed, Be it known unto you all, and to all 
the people of Iſrael, that by the name of 
Feſus Chriſt of Nazareth, whom ye cru- 
cified, whom God raiſed from the dead, 
even by him doth this man bee before' 


| you whole, 


The Jewiſh council did not pretend 
to queſtion the truth of the miracle. 
They ſaid one to another, That à nota- 
ble miracle hath been done by them, is 
manifeſt to all them that dwell in Feruſa- 
lem, and we cannot deny it. Their ob- 
ject was to terrify the Apoſtles from 
preaching in the name of Jeſus, and 
thereby preventing his intereſt from de- 


riving * from the miraculous 
| event, 


1 59 J | 
event. They, therefore, called them, 
and commanded them not to'ſpeak at 
all, nor teach in the name of” Jeſus. 
And it was upon this occaſion, that 
Peter and John anſwered and faid, in 
the words of the text, Whether it be 
right in the fight of God to hearken unto 


you more than unto God, judge ye: For 
awe cannot but * ſpeak the things which we 


have n and beard.” 


That the tbdidds of God. ſhould 
always be obeyed in preference to the 
commands of men, it is my intention 
firſt to prove; and then, ſecondly, to 


conſider the determination of the Apoſ- 
tles, and the motives . which they 
were influenced. 


That the commands of God ſhould 
always be obeyed in preference to the 
commands of men, will appear, if we 


conſider, 
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+ 1 That God s authority is ſupreme. 
As. we were made, and are preſerved, 
by him, we owe entire obedience to his 
will, in whatever way made known, 
whether hy the light of nature, or by a 
ſupernatural revelation, ' He challenges 
to himſelf an uncontrouled dominion 
over us. | The Lord is our Judge, the 
Lord i our Lawgiver, the Lord is our 
King, No commands, therefore, which 
are repugnant to his, can have any claim 
to our obedience. All ſuch commands 
we are bound to diſobey, by that alle- 
giance, which we owe to him as gur 
Sovereign. 

; Ui again indeed, in the order of 
Providence, various ranks among man- 
kind; ſome of which are ſubordinate 
to others. This ſubordination is ne- 
ceſſary to the peace and welfare, and to 
the exiſtence, of civil ſociety, There is 
an authority, with which parents, maſ- 
ters, and Rulers, are inveſted, for the 


good of ile and communities and 
while 


{ 1 ] 


while it is confined within its proper 


limits, it has an undoubted claim to 
ſubmiſſion. It 5 1s the language of holy 
writ, Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord, for this is right. Honour thy 
father and "mother, (which"is the firſt 
commandment with promiſe} that it may 
be ell with thee, and thou mayeſt live 
3 long on the earth. Servants, be obedient 
to them that are your maſters according 
to the fleſh, with fear and trembling, 
(with all due attention and- reverence) 
in fingleneſs of your heart, as unto Chriſt; 
not with eye-ſervice, as men -pleaſers, but 


as ſervants of Chriſt, doing the ab of 


"God from the heart *. And ſubjection 


to the Civil Magiſtrate ! is alſo inculcated 


in the facred' writings, when requiring | 


nothing inconſiſtent with. the rights of 
nature and conſcience. Under this li- 
i mitation, his commands are to be com- 
plied with, upon the principles both of 
Texion' and mae: Lotter reaſon nor 
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| 12 ] 
ſoripture gives any countenance to con- 
fuſion and anarchy in the communi- 
ties of men. But when the Civil 
| Magiſtrate goes beyond his proper li- 
mits; when he invades the rights of 
nature and conſcience; when he re- 
quires, what God forbids; or forbids, 
what God requires then it is not only 
lawful to refuſe him obedience; but it 
is an indiſpenſable duty. Upon theſe 
principles the Apoſtles reaſoned, and 
upon theſe principles they acted. They 
were not averſe from ſubmitting to the 
Jewiſh Council as their Civil Rulers, 
in any inſtance where their authority 
was competent. They were not of a 
factious, turbulent ſpirit, the enemies of 
order and. ſubordination : : they were 
peaceable ſubjects, and good citizens. 
But when the Jewiſh Council com- 
manded them not to . ſpeak at all, nor 
teach in the name of Jeſus, which God 
had required, them to do, they com- 
manded, what they had no right to com- 
mand ; and it would have been crimi- 
FT nal 


tea 

hal in the Apoſtles to have complied. 
Nothing could be more juſt, or foree- 
able, than their appeal, in the text, to 
the Rulers themſelves, Whether it be 
right in the fight of God to hearken 
unto you more than unto God, judge ye 7 
For what is the higheſt human autho- 
rity, which is derived and dependant, 
that it ſhould be ſubmitted to, in oppo- 
ſition to the authority of God? He is 
the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords. 
He putteth down one, and ſetteth up ano- 
ther. The greateſt Monarchs of the 
world are as much under his dominion, 
as the meaneſt of their ſubjects; and 
certainly then their commands can have 
no claim to obedience, when incon- 
DE with the commands of God. I” 


The Apoſtles might "© entertained 
their own private ſentiments of Jeſus 
as the Chriſt, and the Saviour of men; 
and yet have complied with the order of 
the Jewiſh Council, to deſiſt from preach- 
ing in his name. But had they ſecretly 
bnz | C | believed 


| 1 
believed in him, and refrained, for fear of 
the reſentment of the Rulers, from openly. 
avowrng their belief in him, and from 
preaching his goſpel to a guilty world, 
they would have counteracted the dic- 
tates of duty. It was the will of God, 
that they ſhould, in the moſt public 
manner, and before his bittereſt enemies; 
before thoſe who had imbrued their 
hands in his blood, profeſs their belief 
in Jeſus as the true Meſſiah, and their 
dependance upon him as an all-ſufficient, 
and as the only Saviour; and endeavour. 
to extend the knowledge and influence 
of his religion throughout the world. 
Chriſtianity would have expired in its. 
infancy, had it not been for a public 
avowal, and open recommendation of it, 
by its primitive believers, in oppoſition 
to the authority of men. It is the 
right and duty of every one, not only to 
form his own ſentiments in the concerns 
of religion, which no human power 
can prevent, as the thoughts are be- 
yond its controul; but alſo to profeſs, 
e 5 . 


898 ; 


PTE 
and act correſpondent to them, (provided: 
no infringement be thereby made on the 
rights and liberties of others) what 
ever human authority may enjoin to the 
contrary notwithſtanding. 


Theſe principles, it muſt be confeſſ- 
ed, have not been prevalent amongſt 
mankind. From the exerciſe of their. 
religious liberty, multitudes have been 
reſtrained by human laws, enforced by 
the ſevereſt ſanctions. Scenes of cruelty, 
on the ſcore of religion, are exhibited 
in the annals almoſt of every country, 
and of every age. Even Chriſtians 
themſelves have often diſcovered a ſpi- 
rit of intolerance. In the revolutions 
of power, different ſects of them have 
alternately oppreſſed and perſecuted: one 
another. The hiſtory of the church 
muſt excite painful ſenſations in every 
feeling mind. But the intolerance of 
Chriſtians is not to be attributed to. 
their religion. Their religion has the 
ogy aſpect, -and the benevolent tem- 

8 per, 
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on earth, good-will towards men. One 

of its maxims is, The ſervant of tb 

3 Lord muſt not ſtrive; but be gentle unto 
t all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekneſs 


inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ; 
if God peradventure will give them re- 
pentance to the acknowledging : N tb 
truth *, | 


There will be little reaſon to wiſh. 
the interference of human authority in 
the concerns of religion, if it be conſi- 
dered, that, inſtead of being on the ſide 
of true religion, it has been generally 
adverſe to it. The Kings of the earth 
Set themſelves, and the Rulers took coun- 
ſel together againſt the Lord, and againſt 

Bis anointed. Chriſt crucified was to the 
| Jeu a flumbling block, and ta the Greeks 
fooliſhneſs : and both of them exerted 


their power in oppoſition to the chriſ- 
tian faith and worſhip. And human 


1 2 Tim, ii. 24; 25. : 
W | authaxity 
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authority has been the parent, and pro- 
tector, of the moſt deformed ſyſtems of 

theology, that have diſgraced the world. 
The groſs corruptions of the Church of 
Rome; the vile impoſture of Mahomet; 
and the abhorred rites and principles of 
Paganiſm, derived from thence their 


iſtence and ſupport. 


No poſitions appear to me with clear- 
er evidence, than that it is the unalien- 


able right of every man to profeſs his 


religion unmoleſted *; and that he is 
under the obligations of duty to endea- 
vour, as he hath opportunity, (within 
the ſphere in which Providence hath 
placed him, and by means adapted ta 
carry conviction to the mind) to extend 
To wiſh the interpoſition of the Civil Power, to 
reſtrain thoſe who differ from us, in any articles of reli - 
gious faith, from propagating their opinions, is to be- 
tray a ſuſpicion of the truth of our own. It is diſ- 
graceful to truth to ſuppoſe, that it is neceſſary to bind 
her adverſaries, in order that ſhe may obtain the vic- 
oa & | 1 
why the 
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Wa and belief of what he: 


apprehends to be religious truth, and 


conducive to the beſt-intereſts of man- 
kind. I will, however, add, as an ar- 
gument for the greateſt attention, ſeri- 
ouſneſs, and impartiality, in religious 


enquiries, that, if he imbibe ſenti- 


ments, which are falſe and pernicious, 


through a wilful neglect of the means 
of information; through a love of ſin- 


gularity; through the influence of world-, 
ly intereſt; or through the indulgence. 


of any criminal prejudices and paſſions 
(which cannot be unknown to him, 
who is the Searcher of the heart) he is 


amenable to the Tribunal of God, and: 


will there meet the animadverſion of a 


righteous Judge. 15 ied 


The obligation to obey the com- 
mands of God rather than the com-' 
mands of men, is not confined to what 
hath an immediate reference to religion; 
it extends to the government of our- 
ſelves, and to our intercourſes with the 

world, 


7 


7 „ 


.. 9 3 
world. No example; however prevalent 
among thoſe around us; no importu- 


nity, however preſſing, even by thoſe. 


whoſe wiſhes we would' gladly comply 
with, and whoſe friendſhip we would 
willingly preſerve, ſhould prevail with 
us, in any inſtance, to deviate from that 


rule of duty which Ged hath preſcribed." 
We ſhould ever feel the influence of . 
| God's authority in our perſonal and ſo- 


cial, as wal as ns: eng: 

e As we ould obey the com- 
mands of God in preference to the 
commands of men, becauſe his autho- 


rity is ſupreme; ſo likewiſe, becauſe 


His commands are in themſelves infinite- 
ly ſuperiour t to theirs. | 


The l of men are often ar- 
bitrary and capricious, originating from 
ignorance, or from a wantonneſs of 
power, and e and hurtful to 
; whereas the commands 
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„ | Pas writers frequently ſpeak, 
of the excellency of God's law. The 
law of the Lord is perfect, ſays the. 
Pſalmiſt, converting the ſoul : the teſti- 
mony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the 
femple. The ſtatutes of the Lord are 
right, rejoycing the bears: the command 
ment of the Lord is pure, enlightening 
the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, 

 - enduring for ever: the judgments of the 
Lord are true, and righteous altoge- 
Four *, 


| Wiſdom and goodneſs, as well as. 
power, are clearly ſeen in the viſible 
creation. Every part of it is adapted 
to ſome wiſe and benevolent purpoſe. 
| And the laws of Providence, by which, 
| | the general ſyſtem of the univerſe is 


preſerved, and its operations are direct- 
ed; and by which the various tribes of 


PL. air. 7, 8, gs 
vegetable 


/ / 


vegetable and animal being are continu- 


ed, and rendered ſubſervient to the ſe- 


veral ends of their exiſtence, diſplay, 
before the intelligent eye, a profuſion 
of wiſdom and benignity. And may it 
not- from hence be inferred, that the 
laws, by which God governs his moral 
_ creation; which concern their happineſs 
not only in time, but alſo through eter- 
nity, are the reſult of theſe perfections 
of his nature ? 


The laws of God, which reſpect the 
government of ourſelves, are ſuited to the 
' conſtitution of our nature, and adapted 
to our intereſt, We are compoſed of a 
reaſonable ſoul; and of an animal body. 
And the powers of the ſoul being of a 


ſuperiour order to the appetites of the 
body, it is fit, (as the laws of God 


require) that the former ſhould have 
the controul and direction of the latter. 
And as this is fit in itſelf, fo it is ne- 
ceflary to our happineſs; for it is im- 
poſſible to be happy under the domi- 
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LE 2. 
nien of appetite and pafſion. Thoſe ins 
clinations and deſites, which are direct- 
ed to improper objects, or, when di- 
wated to propet objects, inordinately 
indulged, are ſources of diſquietude 
and diſtreſs. If, by ihtemperance, men 
abuſe the gifts of God's bounty, do 
they not thereby prevent their deriv- 
ing from them that pleaſure and enjoy- 
ment, which they might otherwiſe have 
derived; and do they not bring upon 
themſelves poſitive evil? When men 
are ſtrongly inclined to what is forbid- 
den by the laws of the Almighty, or averſe 
from what he requires, they are ready 
fo imagine, that his laws are rigorous 
and ſevere, and ought, in kindneſs to 
them, to have been more lax and in- 
dulgent. But theſe are the ſuggeſtions 
of a mind blinded by the depraved af- 
fections of the heart. The laws of 
God, in what they require, and in what 
they forbid, are adjuſted to our happi- 
56s. T hey could not, in any degree, 


be relaxed, without being leſs benefi- 
5 _cial, 
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cial, The happineſs of the obedient 
was a prime object in their formation. 


The laws of God, which reſpect our 
behaviour to thoſe around us, muſt alſo 
approve themſelves to every attentive, 
well-diſpoſed, mind. Thoſe laws which 
require us, to love our neighbour as our- 
ſelves, (as truly and ſincerely); and to 
do to others, as we could reaſonably 
with others, in like circumſtances, to 
do to us, (which comprehend all the 
duties of our ſocial connections) are 
founded in equity, and calculated for 
the peace, good order, and happineſs of 
the world. The diſturbances among 
families, neighbours, ſocieties, and king- 
doms, ariſe from their neglet. How 
different would be the ſtate of man- 
kind from what it now is, in point of 
ſocial enjoyment, were the laws of God, 
reſpecting our diſpoſition and conduct 
towards one another, univerſally obey- 
ed! Hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
fir ife, —envyings,—and' ſuch like, which 
. | 1 are 
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arc productive of unnumbered evils, 
would then be totally unknown; and, 
inſtead of theſe deſtroyers of ſocial * 
pineſs, harmony and friendſhip, with 
all their delightful train, would attend, 
and animate, the intercourſes of men. 


The laws of God, which relate to his 
more immediate worſhip, are right in 
themſelves, and connected with our. 
welfare. Is it not right, that we ſnould 
worſhip him who liveth for ever and 
ever; in whom we live and move, and 
have our being; who is daily crowning 
us with his goodneſs, and is willing to 
beſtow upan us the treaſures of immor- 
tality? Is it not right, that we ſhould 
traſt in him, who has infinite wiſdom, 
benignity, and power; refign ourſelves. 
to his guidance, and humbly and chear- 
fully acquieſce in all his diſpenſations? 
And is it not right, that we ſhould 
eſtimate an intereſt in his favour, which 
is neceſſary to our everlaſting happineſs, 
above all the treaſures and diſtinctions. 

. of 


1 
of the world; and that we ſhould earn- 
eſtly ſeek an intereſt in it, in that way 
which he himſelf has pointed out, and 
in that way in which only it can be ob- 
tained? _ | 


Beſides, there are certain diſpoſitions 
of mind, without which it is im- 
poſſible to participate of future happi- 
neſs. That we muſt be holy in order 
to be happy, is a maxim founded both 
on“ reaſon and revelation. And holy 


diſpoſitions, the offices of devotion, 


which the laws of God enjoin, are 


adapted, under a divine influence, to 
form and to improve. Attending in his 


ſanctuary on the inſtructions of his word, 
and uniting with our fellow-chriſtians 
in ſolemn acts of prayer and praiſe ; re- 


tiring into our cloſets from the buſy 


ſcenes of life; raiſing our attention to 


the glories of the heavenly ſtate; con- 


templating the excellencies of God's 


character, and the rectitude of his go- 


yernment ; the diſpenſations of Provi- 


dence, 
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dence, and the wonders of Redemption, 

are happily conducive to form the mind 
to a reſemblance of God, and to prepare 
it for his immediate preſence and en- 
joyment. There is an intrinfick excels 

lency in the laws of God which chal- 
lenges our higheſt veneration, 


Let me add, zdly, That we ſhould 
obey the commands of Gad in prefe- 
rence to the commands of men, be- 
cauſe the Sanctions of the former are 
infinitely more intereſting, than the 
Sanctions of the latter. Beſides the na- 
tural connection of virtue with happi- 
neſs, and of vice with miſery, God has 
promiſed a glorious reward to thoſe who 
are obedient. to his commands, and de- 
nounced the moſt dreadful puniſhment 
againſt the tranſgreſſors of them. He 
has ſaid, that he wil render to every man 
according to his deeds; to them. who by 
patient continuance in well-doing ſeek for 
glory and honour and immortality, eter- 


nal li oh 3 but unto them that gre canten- 
tious, | 


* 
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tiotis, and do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteouſneſs, indignation and 
d wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon every 
foul of man that doeth evil*. Our Sa- 
viour frequently urged upon his diſei- 
_ ples, the argument which we are now 
urging, for the reſolute diſcharge of 
their duty, to whatever temporal dan- 


gers they might be thereby expoſed. 


What I tell you in darkneſs, that ſpeak 
ye in the light: and what ye hear in the 


ear, that preach ye upon the houſe-top. 


And fear not them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the foul : but ra- 
ther fear him which is able to de eftroy beth 


body and foul in HellF. And what is 


the favour or the diſpleaſure of men, 
when compared with the favour or the 
diſpleaſure of God? The ſmiles or the 
frowns of men can affect us only in this 


tranſitory ſtate of being: the ſmiles or 
the frowns of God will affe& us for 


ever. His ſmiles create the light, and. 


| * | Rom. ii. 6, 7, 8 i + Mat. x, 27, 28. 
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conſtitute © the joys. of heaven; hig 


frowns, the darkneſs and the horrors 
of hell. 


When the Apoſtles had appealed to 
the Jewiſh Rulers, whether it was right 
in the fight of God (whoſe awful eye 
they were continually under, and to 
whom they were afterwards to be ac- 
countable) to hearken' unto them more 
than unto God, they immediately ſub- 
joined, For we cannot but ſpeak the things 

which we have om and heard. | 


| They did not * a moment, 
whether they ſhould conſult their own 
immediate perſonal ſafety, or, in the 
face of danger, obey the calls of duty. 
They felt themſelves conſtrained by the 
moſt powerful principles, to recommend 
the Lord Jeſus to the believing and 

grateful regards of a guilty world. 
They were intimately acquainted with 
his life and manners ; and they Knew 
them 


4 
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them to be every way worthy the exalt- 
ed character of a meſſenger of God, and 
every way adapted to the purpoſes of 
his miſſion, namely, the ' reformation 
and ſalvation of loſt mankind. The 
Apoſtles had long been his intimate 
friends and companions, They had 
been with him in all ſituations, and at 


all ſeaſons. They had been witneſſes - 


to his private, as well as to his public, 
tranſactions; and they had always found 
him uniformly good. They had been 
' witneſſes of his fervent devotion ta 
God; of his diffuſive benevolence to 
men ; of his patience, humility, meek- 
neſs, and reſignation to the will of 
Heaven; and of the dignity with which 
he endured his final ſufferings. They 
had heard the doctrines which he 


taught, and the inſtructions which he 


delivered, all of which were wonder- 


fully adapted to diſplay the glory of the 


Divine attributes, and to promote the 
happineſs of men. Theſe things they 
had ſeen and heard; and theſe things 

E they 
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| they were e reſolved cet y where to pro- 
claim, 


Nor would they conceal the direct 
evidences which they had of his divine 


miſſion. God promiſed, by the mouth 


of his holy prophets which have been 


ſince the world began, that he would 


viſit and redeem his people, and raiſe 


up an horn of ſalvation for them in 
the houſe of his ſervant David. And 


he remembered his holy covenant, and, 


in due time, performed the mercy pro- 


miſed to the fathers. And Jeſus ap- 
peared as the promiſed Saviour. Though 
he was in a mean outward condition, 
not having where to lay his head ; though 
he was a man of ſorrows, and acquainted 
with grief, and, in the eye of the world, 
had no form nor comelineſs ' in him; 
yet he laid claim to the exalted charac- 
ter of the Mefliah., When Peter made 
that explicit declaration of his faith, re- 


corded in Saint Matthew's goſpel, Thou 


art Chriſt the ſon of the living God, 
Jeſus 


N 

Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto. him, BI, of 
ed art thou, Simon Bar-jona : for fleſh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my. Father which is in Heaven. By 
which reply he aſſerted his right to the 
title, of Chrift the ſon of the living 
Gad. And the Apoſtles had been wit- 
neſſes to numerous proofs, that he was 
that dignified and illuſtrious perſonage 
whom he profeſſed to be. And they could 
not but publiſh, wherever they eame, the 
things which they had ſeen and- heard, 
in atteſtation of it, that they might ex- 
eite the attention, and gain the belief of 
men. — They had heard, that when 
Jeſus was born, the Angel of the Lord 
appeared to ſome ſhepherds who were 
abiding in a field, not far diſtant from 
the place of his nativity, keeping watch 
over their flocks by night ; and that the 
glory of the Lord ſhone round about 
them; and that they were fore afraid 
and that the Angel ſaid unto them, Fear 
not . for behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great jay, which ſhall be to all people. 
E 2 For 


( 32 J 

For unto you is born this day, in the city 
of. David, a Saviour, which is Chris 
the Lord; and that ſuddenly there was 
with the Angel a multitude of the hea- 
venly hoſt praiſing God, and faying, 
Glory to God in the highefl, and on earth 
peace, good pill towards men.—They had 
heard, that it was revealed to Simeon, who 
was a juſt and devout man, waiting for the 
conſolation of Iſrael, that he ſhould not 
ſee death before he had ſeen the Lord's 
Chrift; and that coming by the ſpirit 
into the Temple, when the parents 
brought in the child; Jeſus, to do for 
him after the cuſtom of the law, he 
took him up in his arms, and bleſſed 
God, and ſaid, Lord, now letteſti thou 
thy ſervant depart in peace, according to 
thy word: for mine eyes have feen thy 
ſalvation.— They had heard, that one 
Anna a Propheteſs, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Aſer, coming 
in at that inſtant gave thanks likewiſe 
unto the Lord, and ſpake of him to all 
them that looked for redemption. in 
: Jeruſalem. 


FF 

Jjeruſalem.— They had heard, that when 
he was baptized of John, the heaven 
was opened; and the Holy Ghoſt de- 
ſcended in a bodily ſhape like a dove 
upon him; and that a voice came from 
heaven which ſaid, Thou art my beloved 
Son; in thee I am well pleaſed. They 
were with him on the mount of tranſ- 
figuration, when his face did ſhine as 
the ſun, and his raiment was white as 
the light; and when Moſes and Elias 
appeared in glory and converſed with 
him: And they themſelves then heard 
a voice out of the cloud, which faid, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleaſed : hear ye him. Peter and 
John were two of the three diſciples, 
who were ſpectators of that majeſtic 
ſcene. — They had alſo, in common 
with the reſt of the diſciples, and with 
multitudes beſide, ſeen him perform di- 
vers miracles. They had ſeen him, by 
a word ſpeaking, give eyes to the blind, 
ears to the deaf, feet to the lame, 


tongues to the dumb, and life to the 
dead, 
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and They were . of his own 


reſurrection. | They had ſeen and con- 


verſed with N not once only, and 
that tranſiently; but at different times, 


in different places, and on various oc- 


caſions, for the ſpace of forty days, 
after he had ſuffered crucifixion ; and 
had been inſtructed. by him in things 
pertaining to his kingdom. —At the 


end of forty days, when he had been 
directing them, that repentance and 


remiſſion of fins ſhould be preached in 
his name among all nations, begin- 
ning at Jeruſalem, and had been inform- 
ing them, that they ſhould. ſoon receive 
the Holy Ghoſt, the promiſe of the 
Father, to qualify. them for the ſervice 


in which they were to be employed, 


they had ſeen him aſcending towards 
heaven, until a cloud received him out 
of their Gght. And they had been wit- 
neſſes to the fulfilment of the promiſe 
of the miſſion of the. Holy Ghoſt. 


; They themſelves were inveſted with his 
miraculous powers. It was by his 


power, 


> 8 


r 


power, as the gift and babe of Jeſus, 
that the cripple, whom they had reliev- 
ed, had been made whole. Theſe were 
undeniable proofs that Jeſus was the 
Chriſt. And in ſupport of his claims 
to that exalted character, they could not, 
whatever might de the conſequence, but 
beak the thin 85 which Dey had ſeen and 
heard. 


? The motives which actuated the A- 
poſtles to teach in the name of Jeſus, 
in defiancè of all the menaces of the 
Jewiſh Council, were the OY 
A regard to the hohour of Jeſus ;— 
compaſſion to the ſouls of men Won? 
a concern for their own bappineſs. 


Aft, The "POR evan” not but 
ſpeak the things which they had ſeen 
and heard, out of regatd to the honour 
of Jeſus. Whatever they could relate 
concerning him, 'terided to diſplay the 
beauty and glory of his character. All 
that be ſaid, and did, in ' public, and in 

| private, ; 
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private, bore witneſs to his perſonal i in- 


tegrity, and to the divinity of his miſ- 


ſion. His words, and his works, proved 
him to be the Son of God, and the Sa- 
viour of men. He ſpake as never man 

ſpake; and he did thoſe things which 
no man could do, except God was with 


him. It was honourable to Jeſus to 


repreſent him faithfully to the world; 
and, by ſuch a repreſentation, to induce 
finners to believe and truſt in him for 
final ſalvation. The ſalvation of fin- 
ners diſplays his great love wherewith 
he loved them, and the divine efficacy 
of his mediatorial undertaking, Ta 


| effect their ſalvation was the deſign of 


his coming down from heaven, and ta- 
bernacling among men; of his unceaſ- 
ing, painful, labours; and of his diſ- 
graceful, agonizing death; of his reſur- 
rection from the dead, of his aſcenſion 
into heaven, and of the gift of the Spirit; 


and it is the deſign of his providential 
a adminiſtration, of his word, and inſtitu- 


tions, and of his interceſſion at the Fa- 
3 Los ther” O 
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ther's right hand. Theſe were nde 
tions which could not but have a mighty 
effect upon the minds of the Apoſtles, 
| and conſtrain. them to labour in the ſer- 
vice of the goſpel. The love of Chrift 
conſtrained them, becauſe they thus Judged, 
that if one died for all, then were all 
dead : and that he died for all, that they 
which live, ſhould not henceforth live 
unto themſelves, But unto him which died 
for them and roſe again *, 


i 1 The Apoſtles could not but 
ſpeak the things which they had ſeen 
and heard, out of compaſſion to the 
fouls of men, 


The human ſoul ranks among the 
faireſt and nobleſt of God's works. The 
whole material and animal creation, in 
point of excellence, bears no proportion 
to it. It was made in the Image of 
God. God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God created he him. It 


* 2 Cor. v. 14, 15 
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od; 
is capable of the ſublimeſt happineſs z 3 
it is capable of a happineſs that will 
never end. But it is likewiſe capable 
of miſery. And it is a melancholy and 
awful truth, that mankind, by ſinning 
againſt God, have forfeited their claim 
to happineſs, and rendered themſelves 
obnoxious to miſery, In this dreadful 
ſituation, whither can they look for 
relief? Not to the firſt, covenant, into 
which God entered with man, whom 
he had made upright and holy. That 
covenant makes no proviſion for the 
relief of the guilty, i It- denounces 
vengeance againſt the tranſgreſſors. 
Againſt ſuch, its voice is more tremen- 
dous, than the thunders which ſhook 
the foundations of Sinai at the promul-, 
gation of the law. Salvation can be 
obtained only by 4 conſtitution of grace, | 


- And a conſtitution of grace, and the 


only conſtitution of grace, is revealed 
in the goſpel, confirmed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ratified in his blood. Nei- 


ther is there ſalvation in any other ; for 
there 


Fat 
there it none . name 1 heaven 
| given among men # whereby Wwe muſe be 


faved* *. 


The . were Rrongly be | 
| with the worth of men's ſouls; They 
were deeply affected with the dangerous 
and diſtrefling ſituation into which they 
were brought by fin: They felt the moſt 
anxious ſolicitude that they might eſcape 
the wrath to come, be reſtored to God's 
forfeited favour, and advanced to a ſtate 
of everlaſting glory. With what ardour 
of affection did the Apoſtle Paul, (who 
was actuated by the ſame principles, and 
animated by the ſame ſpirit, as the A- 
poſtles Peter and John) expreſs himſelf 
towards the ſouls of men! God is my 
record, as he ſpeaks in his epiſtle to the 
Philippians, how greatly J long after you 
all in the bowels of Teſus Chrifl. And 
this I pray, that your love may abound 
yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
Judgment; ; that ye may approve the things 
| i* Acts iv. 13. 
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that are excellent: that ye may be fincert 
and without offence till the day of Chrift ; 
being filled with the fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs, which are by Feſus Chriſt, unto 


- the praiſe and glory of God*. And to 


the Galatians, My /ittle children, of 
whom I travail in birth again until Chriſt 


be formed in you +. What language 
could more ſtrongly expreſs his ardent 


wiſhes for their eternal happineſs? The 


eternal happineſs of one ſoul will pre- 


ponderate the temporal felicity of all 
mankind, from the beginning of the cre- 
ation to the conſummation of all things: 
for what is the intrinſic value of pre- 
ſent enjoyments, when weighed in the 
balance with future happineſs? and 
what is the duration of the accumulated 
ages of all, who have exiſted, or ever 
will exiſt, on the face of the earth, | 
when compared with Eternity ? The ſal- 

vation of men's ſouls is an object of 
the greateſt magnitude; and might well 


animate the benevolent minds of the 


Philip. i. 8, 9, 10, 11. + Gal. iv. 19. 
N GI Apoſtles 


a 3 
Apoſtles to labour, at the hazard of 
their liberty and of their lives, to pro- 
mote it. They could not but ſpeak in 
the name of Jeſus, and endeavour to 
extend the knowledge and influence of 
his religion throughout the world, from 
a principle of compaſſion to the ſouls of 
men. Having themſelves taſted of the 
word of life, they earneſtly wiſhed that 
others might be partakers of ſo great a 
bleſſing. They had been convinced of 
the evil of fin; they had ſeen them- 
ſelves expoſed, as tranſgreſſors againſt 
God, to the ſtrokes of his anger; they 
had ſeen their need of a Saviour to re- 
ſcue them from impending ruin; and 
had made a believing application to 
Jeſus, as ſuſtaining that character. And 
they well knew in whom they had be- 
lieved. They knew, that he had the 
diſpoſition, and the power, to fave unto 
the uttermoſt all who come unto God 
by him. And they were anxious. that 
others might have their underſtandings 
enlightened, to ſee their danger, and 
ha : their 
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their refuge; and be prevailed upon to 
ſeek. for ſafety in him, in whom 1 
ſafety i is to be found. 


Mien is no mean, raid. princi- 
ple. No one, under its governing in- 
fluence, liveth to himſelf. Religion i i9 
the moſt benevolent principle that can 
poſſeſs the human mind. It excites us 
to the moſt friendly, generous, and god- 
like conduct towards our fellow- men. 
It renders us deſirous of their temporal 
happineſs; it renders us eſpecially ſo- 
licitous for their everlaſting ſalvation. 
— Thoſe who are indifferent about the 
ſalvation of others, have too much cauſe 
to fear, that they have not ſecured. their 
own. 5 . | 


Laſtly, The Apoſtles could not but 
ſpeak the things which they had ſeen 
and heard, out of concern for their own 
happineſs. To the ſervice of the goſpel 
they had been called by their Lord and 
* and for their fidelity i init, they 

Were 


I&1 


were afterwards to give an account. 
We labour, ſays the Apoſtle Paul, that 


whether preſent or abſent We may be 40. 


cepted of him. For we muſt all appear. 
| before the Judgment: feat of Chriſt, that 
every one may receive the things done i in 
His body, according to that he bath dine, 
whether it be good or bad*, The A poſ- 


tles watched for men 's ſouls as Know- T7 


ing that they were to give an account. 
As they were ſtewards of the gift 


grace of God, they well knew, that it 
highly concerned them to be found 
faithful in the diſpenſation of it. They 
had awful views of the future world. 


They were deeply impreſſed with the in- 
tereſting ſolemnities of the day of final 


retribution. They were apprized of the 


tremendous conſequences of declining 
to preach Jeſus as the Chriſt, and the 
Saviour of ſinners, and, as his ambaſſa-" 
dours, to beſeech and entreat them to 


be reconciled” unto God through him. a 


and to walk in newneſs of life. And' 
2 Cor. v. 9, 10. 


they 
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they were apprized too of the glorious 
rewards, which await thoſe who are 
faithful in his ſervice. They knew, 
that they. that be w 27 ſhall ſhine as the 
brightneſs 97 the firmament; and they that 
turn many to righteouſneſs, as the Kere 
for ever and ever *. 


1 ha theſe motives, the "oy | 
poſtles reſolutely declared, notwith- 


ſtanding the menaces of the Jewiſh 


Rulers, that they could not but ſpeak. 
the. things which they. had ſeen ; and 
heard. And they afterwards ſuffered 
many things for the word of God, and 


for the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt. No 


dangers however imminent, no ſuffer- 
ings however weighty, prevailed with, 
them to decline the ſervice in which 


they were engaged. Their reſolution 


ſtood firm in the ſevereſt trials, like a 
houſe built upon 2 rock. None of theſe 
things moved them, neither counted 
they their lives dear unto themſelves, tf 


2M Daniel xii. 3. 


that 


6 49] 
that they might finiſh their courſe with 
joy, and the miffiſtry which they had 
received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify 
the goſpel of the grace. of God. Great 
were their ſufferings, and ample hath 
been their recompence. They have 

obtained the prize of glory. hat 
are theſe which are arrayed in white 
robes, which ſhine with ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhed luſtre; and whence came they ? 
e are they which came out of 
great tribalation, and have waſhed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of 
* n 


And as the 1 Fe vis: of the 
Apoſtles have been the means of height- 
ening their reward in the everlaſting | 
Nate; ſo they were inſtrumental in ſup- 
porting, and enlarging, the intereſts of 
the goſpel at its firſt promulgation, and 
have furniſhed a ſtriking argument, to 
all future ages, in favour of its divine 
| original. 
| Rev. Vii. 13, 14. 


G Fortitude 


' Fortitude in ſuffering is indeed no 
proof of the truth of opinions for which 
men ſuffer; though it be of their fince- 
rity in profeſſing them, Men have 
often ſuffered for opinions directly con- 
tradictory. But the ſufferings of the 
Apoſtles were in atteſtation of acts, of 
which they profeſied themſelves to have 
been eye and ear witneſſes; and in 
which it was impoſſible for them to 
have been deceived, Their ſufferings, 
therefore, furniſh a concluſive argu- 
ment, founded on the principles of na- 
ture, for the exiſtence of the facts which 
were atteſted by them, at the expence 
of every thing valuable in this life, 
and of life itſelf. And the exiſtence of 
the facts, thus atteſted by them, being 
admitted, the truth of the goſpel neceſ- 
farily follows. If, for inſtance, Jeſus 
roſe from the dead, the inference is ob- 
vious, that his religion is true. Stand- 
ing on this foundation, chriſtianity is a 
ſuperſtructure againſt which the gates 
of hell will never prevail. 


Through 


L404 + 

Through the benevolent interpoſt> 
tions of divine Providence, we are not 

called to ſuffer, .as the Apoſtles were, 
for the ſake of our religion. We are 
not required, through ſo much tribulation 
fo enter into the kingdom of God. In 
this favoured country, we profeſs what 
we apprehend to be the truth as it is in 
| Jeſus, without feeling the oppreſſions of 
power. The late enlargement of tole- 
ration does honour to the candour and 
liberality of the times. As a friend to 
religious freedom, I could not but re- 
Joice in ſo conſiderable an acceſſion to 
it. I am, however, far from thinking, 
that toleration, even now, is ſufficient- 
ly extended. I cannot admit the idea, 
that Proteſtant Chriſtians are the only 
legitimate objects of it. Were men of 
every religion under heaven to be reſident 
in this country, they would, ſubmit- 


Indeed, all ſeas of Proteſtants among us are not 
tolerated, notwithſtanding the late act for the further 


relief, &c. alluded to above. See Statute 9 and 10 


Will. III. 
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1 48 ] 
ting themſelves to its civil juriſdiction, 
be as truly entitled to the undiſturbed 
exerciſe of their religion, as to breathe 
the air, or to A the 4 of the 
ſun. 


I am aware, that, as the Church of 
Rome holds principles, which are ini- 
mical to our moſt valuable liberties, 
and which tend to ſubvert the very 
foundations of civil fociety, it has 


been argued, that the members of that 


church have, in a proteſtant ſtate, no 
title to toleration. I grant that a State 
may prohibit the propagating of ſuch 
principles; and may lay thoſe who 
hold them under ſuch civil incapacities 
and reſtrictions, as are likely to prevent 
their miſchievous operation; and may 
even exclude them from the commu- 
nity, if it be neceſfary to its ſafety... 
So far a State may be juſtified on the 


| ground of ſelf-preſervation. But in any 


country, where it is not judged incon- 
ſiſtent with its civil intereſts, to per- 


mit papiſts to reſide, I cannot ſee any 


I juſtifi- 


1155497 ] 
juſtifiable reaſon for prohibiting them 
the free exerciſe of thei? religion. What 
right hath any State to prohibit their 
profeſſing, and teaching, the doctrine 
of purgatory, or the doctrine of tran- 
ſubſtantiation, or any other doctrine, if 
it were poſſible, more palpably abſurd? 
Or what right hath a State to prohibit 
their invocating Saints, or worſhipping 
the hoſt, or the Virgin Mary, or images 
and relicks, or any other kind of wor- 
ſhip, however unſcriptural ? Such con- 
cerns as theſe are not within the juriſ- 
diction of the civil power. The objects 
of civil government are the temporal in- 
tereſts of mankind, not their ſpiritual 
and eternal, 


Senſible; however, of our privileges, 
let us be careful to improve them: For 
what advantage can we derive from the 
liberty of worſhipping our Maker, in 
the manner which we judge moſt ac- 
ceptable unto him, if this liberty be ne- 
glected by us? Or if we regularly attend 
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este! 
in the houſe of God, at the ſtated ſeaſons 
of his worſhip, and hear the inſtructions 


of the everlaſting goſpel, what advan- 


tage can we derive from them, though 
they be of the higheſt conſequence to our 


happineſs, if they do not raiſe our princi- 


pal regards above the petty intereſts of 
this periſhing world; if they do not habi- 
tually regulate our tempers, and govern 
our lives? Let us ever remember, that 
privileges the moſt diſtinguiſhed, or a 
profeſſion the moſt ſpecious, where the 
practical influence of religion is want- 
ing, will be available to none in the 
final day. Not every one that ſaith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 


Kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 


will of my Father which is in heaven, is 
the declaration of him whom God hath 
ordained to be the Judge of the quick. 
and of the dead. 
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N Sermons on the Lord's Supper, in 
which its Nature is explained; its Obli- 
gations are enforced ; the principal Objections to 
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